
CHM 2370-002:  Organic Chemistry 
Fall 2016, University of North Texas 

Lecture: Mon Wed Fri 8:00 a.m. - 8:50 a.m., LIFE A117 
Recitation: Wed 3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m., LIFE A117 

 
Instructor  
Dr. Hong Wang 
Office: Chemistry, room 357 
Email: Hong.Wang@unt.edu 
Phone: (940) 369-8238 (office); (940) 565-2713 (Chemistry Dept. Office) 

Office Hours	
Tue 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.	
Fri 1:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Other times by appointment through email.    

Course Information  
CHM 2370-002 is the first of the two semesters in the introductory undergraduate organic 
chemistry curriculum at UNT. The major focus of this semester will be on learning the basic 
structures of organic compounds and how to relate their physical properties with their structures. 
You will also learn how organic molecules are made and how and why they react.  

Textbook 
Required:  

Organic Chemistry”, 12th Ed. by Solomons/Fryhle (Wiley). The course will cover topics 
presented in Ch. 1-11. 

Optional:    
1. Study Guide and Solutions Manual for Organic Chemistry, 12th Ed., Solomons/Fryhle 

(Wiley) 
2. A molecular models kit for organic chemistry 

The textbook is available in the bookstore as a package along with a molecular modeling kit. The 
Study Guide/Solutions Manual is also available for the textbook. You are welcome to purchase 
it; however, it is not required. 

Lecture Notes 
The lecture notes will be posted on the course’s UNT Blackboard Learn site prior to the 
lectures under course content. You are strongly encouraged to print out the lecture notes and 
bring them to the class. If you have any problems getting at the course content, please contact 
me.  
Announcements will be either posted at the course Blackboard site and/or distributed by e-mail. 

Supplementary Instruction (Study Group) 
Supplemental instruction will be provided for this course. The Supplemental Instructor (SI) will 
hold sessions outside the class meeting times where you can go and ask questions about the 
course. Our SI for this semester will be Allison Beltrone. She will contact you all in the first 
week of class. Further information about when and where she will hold her sessions will be 
provided as it becomes available. 



Class Attendance 
Regular attendance at lectures and recitations is required for this course. It would be difficult to 
catch up if you miss one or more lectures.  
Notes for the recitation sessions:  recitation session is an important way to help you become 
comfortable with learning organic chemistry, and to help you refine your study skills to tackle 
this course. It is very important to attend recitation session for this course.  
Participation in Class Discussions 
Participation of class discussions is strongly encouraged in this course. You will form a 
discussion group in the first week of class. The discussion groups are expected to submit one 
question to your super TA each Monday before 5:00 p.m. Your first question from your 
discuss group will be due Sept 12. Note: through submission of questions each week, you will 
earn extra credit points (up to 24 points) to be added to your total grades. 
Instructions to form discuss groups: 1) Find partners of three (preferred) or two students to 
form your discuss group. 2) One of the students in the group will send an email to your super TA 
(Dr. Chamini Karunaratne (karunacv@miamioh.edu)) by 5:00 p.m. Friday Sept 2. In this email, 
you will include the full names of all the students in your team. 
The Super TA will assign a group number for you (e.g. Group 1, Group 2…etc.). The assigned 
group numbers will be announced by Sept 5th at your Blackboard course site. In your future 
submission of your weekly questions, you will always include your group numbers in the 
subject line.  
You are encouraged to sit with your group members in class, as question discussions will also be 
involved in class. 

Super TAs  
You will have two Super TAs for this course. Their names are Dr. Chamini Karunaratne 
(karunacv@miamioh.edu) and Mr. Siddharth Kumar (SiddharthKumar@my.unt.edu). The super 
TAs will be responsible for collecting group questions from you each week. The Super TAs will 
also serve as substitutes for Dr. Wang when Dr. Wang is at conferences or other business 
trips/meetings. 

Homework 
• Sapling Learning will be used for homework assignment. Assignments and due dates will 

be announced through email and/or will be posted at the course Blackboard site. A link to 
Sapling Homework is accessible from the course Blackboard site under course content. 

• Follow the link http://bit.ly/saplinginstructions to create your sapling account for this 
course. 

• Sapling Homework Price: $38 per student   
• Problems from the textbook will be assigned but will not be graded. You are strongly 

encouraged to practice with the problems in order to get a good stance on exams.  

Additional Support is available through the Chemistry Resource Center (CRC) and UNT 
Student Learning Center. I urge you to make extensive use of all the possible resources 
throughout the semester.			
Exams 

• Exam 1: Wed, Oct. 5th, 3:00–4:30 p.m., LIFE A117 
• Exam 2: Wed, Nov 16th, 3:00–4:30 p.m., LIFE A117 



• Final Exam: Mon, Dec. 12th, 8:00 a.m-10:00 a.m., LIFE A117 (As per UNT final exam 
schedule) 

Note:  
• Exams 1–2 will emphasize the most recently covered materials. Final Exam will 

cover Cha 1-11 in the textbook.  
• You will be allowed to use the modeling kit while taking exams. 
• Two practice exams will be posted at your Blackboard course site prior to your 

exams. 

Quizzes 
Unannounced in class quizzes (~ 6 in total) will be given during lecture periods. No make-up 
quizzes will be allowed. Therefore, it’s up to the individual to attend the lectures regularly to 
gather these quiz points. 

Grading  
Composition of grades: 

• Exam 1: 100 points 
• Exam 2: 100 points 
• Quiz: 60 points 
• Final: 200 points 
• Sapling Assignments: 110 points  
Total points: 570 points 
Note: Extra credit points (up to 24) are available through submission of your group question 
each week.   

Letter grades: A ≥ 85% (485 points), B ≥ 75% (428 points), C ≥ 65% (371 points), D ≥ 50% 
(285 points), F < 50%. Plus/minus grades may be given in borderline cases. The grading scale 
will be adjusted if necessary.  
Note: 
Students must report grading errors within seven (7) days after the return of the exam. Answers 
written in pencil will not be re-graded. Quizzes will not be re-graded. 

Make-Up Exam 
A make-up exam will only be allowed in cases of illness and university approved absence. The 
instructor must be notified in written by the student prior to the regularly scheduled exam. 
Failure to do so may result in a grade of zero for the missed exam. The make-up exams will be 
scheduled for a day/time following the regularly scheduled exams and may have a different 
format from the original exam. Emergency situations will be handled on an individual basis. 

Classroom Behavior 
It is important not to disturb others in class. The following behaviors are strongly discouraged:  

• Allowing your cell phone to ring in class 
• Talking to other students in class during the lecturing 
• Arriving late and leaving early 

Students with Disabilities 
While there is no requirement that I should be notified of any disability, the university and I will 
make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities to provide equal 



access and opportunity following the university policy established under section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990). All disabilities will 
be kept strictly confidential between you and me/my graduate assistants. Students should register 
with the office of Disability Accommodation (ODA, Room 318A, Union, 565-4323) or with the 
Chemistry Department. Please notify me as soon as possible but no later than one week before 
you will require a special accommodation, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.  

Academic Misconduct 
Academic dishonesty is not acceptable to UNT. Students caught cheating will receive a "0" for 
that particular assignment or exam. In addition, the incident will be reported to the Dean of 
Students, who may impose further penalty.  
Academic misconduct includes the following:  

• Using another person as a substitute in taking an examination 
• Cheating during an examination– This includes talking to another person during an 

examination or looking at someone else's answers. 
• Having any notes or textbooks in view during an exam 
• Providing false excuses to delay taking an examination 
• Having another individual provide answers to submitted problem sets or copying 

answers directly from study guide. 

Copyright of Course Materials 
Course materials provided to you, including lecture notes, tests, outlines, and similar materials, 
are copyright protected by the faculty member(s) teaching this course. You may make copies of 
course materials solely for your own use. You may not copy, reproduce or electronically transmit 
any course materials to any person or company for commercial or other purposes without the 
faculty member’s express permission. Violation of this prohibition may subject the student to 
sanctions under the UNT’s Code of Student Conduct or Academic Integrity Policy. 

Important Dates 
Last day to drop class: October 7, 2016 
Last day to withdraw from this semester: November 23, 2016 

Tentative Schedule of Topics 
 

Dates Lectures Course Events 
Week 1  
(08/29–09/02) 

• Course overview  
• Cha 1 

1. Create an account with Sapling Learning 
2. Form discussion groups and send email to 

the Super TA. 
3. The SI will contact you all and set up 

meeting times for each week 
4. Homework: Sapling Cha 1  

Week 2  
(09/03–09/09) 

• Cha 1 contd 
• Cha 2: Functional 

groups, IR 
Spectroscopy 

 (09/05, Labor day) 

1. Assigned Discuss groups will be 
announced at Blackboard course site 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 1  



Week 3  
(09/12 – 

09/16) 

• Cha 2: contd 
• Cha 3: Acids & 

Bases 

1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 2 
3. Homework: Sapling Cha 3 

Week 4  
(09/19–09/23) 

• Cha 3: contd 
• Cha 4:  Alkanes, 

Cycloalkanes 

1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 3 
3. Homework: Sapling Cha 4	

Week 5  
(09/26–09/30) 

• Cha 4: contd. 
• Cha 5: 

Stereochemistry 

1.  Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 4 
3. Homework: Sapling Cha 5 

Week 6  
(10/03–10/07) 

• Cha 5: contd. 
• Cha 6: SN/E 

Reactions of RX 

1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 5 
3. Exam Review: Review Materials for 

Exam 
4. Exam 1 

Week 7  
(10/10–10/14) 

• Cha 6: contd 1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 6 
 

Week 8  
(10/17–10/21) 

• Cha 7: Alkenes & 
Alkynes: 
Elimination RXN 
of RX  

1. Homework: Sapling Cha 7 
2. Submit group question to the 

corresponding super TA 

Week 9  
(10/24–10/28) 

• Cha 7: contd. 
• Cha 8: Alkenes & 

Alkynes: 
Addition RXN 

1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 7 
3. Homework: Sapling Cha 8 

 
Week 10  
(10/31–11/04) 

• Cha 8: contd. 
 

1. Homework: Sapling Cha 8 
2. Submit group question to the 

corresponding super TA 
Week 11  
(11/07–11/11) 

• Cha 9: NMR 
Spectroscopy 

1. Submit group question to the 
corresponding super TA 

2. Homework: Sapling Cha 9 
Week 12  
(11/14–11/18) 

• Cha 9: contd. 
• Cha 10: Radical 

Reactions 

1. Homework: Sapling Cha 9 
2. Submit group question to the 

corresponding super TA 
3. Exam Review: review materials for exam 

1 
4. Exam 2 



Week 13  
(11/21–11/25) 

• Cha 10: contd. 
Thanksgiving 
(11/24-11/27) 

1. Homework: Sapling Cha 10 
2. Submit group question to the 

corresponding super TA 
 

Week 14  
(11/28-12/02) 

• Cha 11: Alcohols 
& Ethers 
 

1. Homework: Sapling Cha 11 
2. Submit group question to the 

corresponding super TA 
Week 15  
(12/05–12/08) 

• Cha 11: contd 1. Homework: Sapling Cha 11 
2. Preparing for Final 

12/09 • Review for final 
exam 

1. Do: Old Sapling problems 
2. Do: Problems in quizzes, textbook, etc. 

 12/12 Final Exam 

Study Organic Chemistry 
1. Be prepared before you come to class. Be aware of the topics to be covered in class.  
2. Review your notes right after each class. – Read the assigned chapters and work through the 

assigned problems. 
3. Mark the sections you didn't understand and make sure you talk to Professor Wang or 

another student within a week of the lecture. 
4. Keep up to date. Never let it left behind the schedule. Study 1 h/ per day and study at least 8 

additional hours before each test. 
5. Attend class regularly and actively participate in class – don't just read the book or get lecture 

notes. 
6. Rewrite your notes.  This will work better than just reading them. 
7. Prepare concise study notes that emphasis trends and similarities among reactions. 
8. Go over problems – DO NOT use the study guide until you have thoroughly worked through 

the problem yourself. 
9. Solve problems in sets of odds and evens on different days.  Try to correct your approach 

used for the first set before doing more problems.  Hopefully, you will improve!  Organic 
chemistry has two challenges – knowing facts/trends and learning how to apply them to 
never-seen before problems.  You have had practice with the first hurdle through many 
classes; the second requires explicit effort on your part to be successful. 

10. Join a study group – explain concepts to others. 
11. Try multiple ways to improve your study skills for organic chemistry. If you feel you need 

extra help, do not wait until it is too late. Go to your instructor and ask for help! 
 

Keep in mind that you are the one responsible for your own learning. Be 
proactive!  

 
While there is no doubt that hard work will be eventually rewarded in this 

course, developing your own efficient and effective ways to learn is super 
important for this course. 

 
I look forward to working with you. I wish you all a successful and fun 

semester!   


